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Happy Pioneer Days from A-1 Auto!
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• Women’s Clothing
• Shoes
• Purses
• Jewelry
• Accessories

Petite to Rubenesque,
Every Woman Deserves 

the Best!!

HAIRCUT, SHAVE, 
CBD MASSAGE 

& MORE
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voting us #1 Barber

Appointments & 
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Full Line Of CBD Products
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• Glycerin Soap

• Emu/MSM Pain Cream
• Lotion Bars

Book online at barberstry.com

(941) 475-CUTZ
(2889)



2020	  ENGLEWOOD REVIEW  PIONEER DAYS  SPECIAL SECTION	 3

This Historic Tour Is Always Open....................... 5 

First Pioneer Days Celebration ........................... 7

Memories of Josephine Cortes............................ 9

Excerpts Of An Interview With L.A. Ainger...... 11

The Passing of Annette Dignam........................ 20

The Passing of Elsie Czerwinski......................... 21

Geraldine Scott Collects Post Cards.................. 22

941.474.5585 • 312 S. Indiana Ave., Englewood • www.ltrhomes.com

Nobody Knows Englewood Like We Do!

941.474.5585 •• 3122 SS. In

“Our dream started in 1951 when Leah Lasbury 
opened the �rst real estate �rm in Englewood”

Pioneer Days Canceled  
And Parade Goes Virtual 

 
By Sharyn Lonsdale

Last year, the threat of Hurricane Dorian forced the organizers 
of Englewood’s annual Pioneer Days to postpone the parade and 
most of the events from Labor Day Weekend to November. This 
year, the threat of COVID-19 has proven even more formidable, 
resulting in the cancellation of the entire festival from the 
cardboard boat races to the shipwreck dance. The committee 
is planning to hold a virtual parade yet this year. The parade 
will be a slideshow showcasing past parades, events and new 
participants. The theme continues to be  Mask-arade! Instead 
of building a float, make your own mask & submit a photo of 
yourself with your mask. Share your memories in a short video, 
send old photos, share your artwork or chalk drawings and email 
your submission(s) to EPDVirtualParade2020@gmail.com. The 
virtual parade will have a viewing party in Dearborn Street Plaza, 
and will be posted on social several social media channels. No 
other Pioneer Days events are to be rescheduled. 

For the most up-to-date information, visit Englewood Pioneer 
Days on Facebook or www.englewoodpioneerdays.com. 

Starr and Stuart Anderson with their daughter Elsie.  
A true Englewood Pioneer, Elsie Anderson Czerwinski  

passed away this year at the age of 94. See page 21.
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�
A Full Service Facility With Crematory

Answering Our Phones 24 Hours A Day
To Be Available For Your Needs

Still Locally Owned & Operated
Established in 1993

3070 S. McCall Rd.
941-475-9800

 www.englewoodfh.com

& Private Crematory& Private Crematory

Jennifer Guzik, Realtor®
1200 S. McCall Road
Englewood, FL 34223
Mobile: 941.468.1562
Email: JenniferGuzik@MichaelSaunders.com
Website: JenniferGuzik.MichaelSaunders.com

Contact Jennifer to �nd your next dream home or 
to discuss your home’s value in today’s market.

Englewood Eye Care & Optical
Englewood’s Most Comprehensive Eyecare Facility

Tad R. Kosanovich, OD, PA

150 South Indiana Avenue (SR 776) 
3 Blocks South of Dearborn

941-473-1392
www.englewoodeyecare.com

You might not be able to watch 
a parade, dance in the park or 
see babies race, but you can take 
in Engewood’s rich history, and 
you don’t have to wait for Pioneer 
Days. This self-guided tour is 
safe, socially distant, and because 
these buildings are not open to 
the public, totally outdoors. 

The 1928 Lampp House at 
604 Perry Street, is home to 
the Englewood Museum, which 
is closed for the summer. The 
building was officially named to 
the Sarasota County Register of 
Historic Places in 2012. Enjoy the 
building and make plans to visit 
the museum when it reopens. 
www.eahmuseum.org

The Lemon Bay Woman’s Club at 
51 N. Maple Street is probably the 
most significant historic building 
in the Englewood area. Built in 
1926, the Prairie style building 
has housed everything from a 
school to a library and was the 
first building in Englewood to be 

named to the National Register 
of Historic Places more than 30 
years ago. Park at the building and 
read the historic plaque. www.
lemonbaywomansclub.com

The Lemon Bay Garden Club 
building at 480 Yale Street is 
celebrating its 70th birthday this 

year. Built as a church in 1950, 
it was purchased by the LBGC 
in 1981 and expanded to include 
a dining room and kitchen. 
lemonbaygardenclub.org

Don’t look for the Green Street 
Church and Museum on Green 
Street. Owned by the Lemon Bay 

Historic Society, the building was 
moved to its forever home just 
south of the Historic Lemon Bay 
Cemetery at 500 N. Indiana Ave. 
when its lease expired in 2018. 
The building was built in 1928, is 
also on Sarasota County’s Register 
of Historic Places, and is one 
of the most iconic structures in 
town. Lemonbayhistory.com

While you’re checking out the 
church, you may also want to 
respectfully visit the cemetery 
where members of Englewood 
pioneer families, including the 
Goffs and Aingers are buried. 
That’s Bill Anger’s marker that 
is shaped like a boat. The most 

famous “resident”, arguably, is 
Emile Gauguin, son of French artist 
Paul Gauguin 

The Hermitage Artist Retreat 
at 6660 Manasota Key Road, is 
home to several restored historic 
buildings and is best seen by 
parking at Middle Beach and 

This Historic Tour Is Always Open
By Sharyn Lonsdale

Lampp House

Continued on page 6



6	  ENGLEWOOD REVIEW  PIONEER DAYS  SPECIAL SECTION	 2020

• 24 Access with Security Cameras
Sta� & Guest Hours: 7am - 3pm

• Personal and Group Training 
with Certi�ed Personal Trainers

• Schedule Trainings on the 
WellnessLiving Achieve App

3755 Cape Haze Drive
Rotonda West • 941-456-7992

X

F I T N E S S  C L U B

Follow us on Facebook

F I T N E S S C L U B
FREEDOMFREEDOMFREEDOM

www.freedomfitnessclubs.com

Military and Active Student   Discounts

Grand Re-Opening of The Crafters Paradise at Woolery Plaza

Saturday, September 5
10am to 3pm

232 & 234 N. Indiana Ave., Englewood

&

Sales throughout 

Labor Day Weekend!

Friday, Saturday & 

Monday, Sept. 4-7! • Refreshments • Prizes
• Games • Discounts • Live Music

Knitter’s Pride 

Moda

Michael 

Miller
Riley Blake

American Made 
Brand

Red Rooster

Malibigo

Urth
Filatura DiCrosa

Cestari

walking south on Manasota Key 
Road. You can also get a feeling 
for the campus as you walk along 
the beach. The Hermitage House 
is the most familiar building 
on the campus and is on the 
Sarasota County and the National 
Register of Historic Places. www.
hermitageartistretreat.org 

Our one stop in Charlotte 
County will take you to Cedar 

Point Environmental Park, 
2300 Placida Road, and the last 
remaining “Cookie House” in 
the area. The house was built 
at the old Bass Biological Lab 
and earned its nickname for the 
construction of cement and sand 
that resembles a row of cookies. 
Take a little extra time here and 
end your day with a leisurely trail 
walk. 

Cookie House

Continued from page 6
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by Ken Kocab

In 1956 Jo Cortes, local journalist 
and community activist, came up 
with the idea of “Pioneer Days.” 
The purpose was to celebrate the 
60th anniversary of the founding of 
Englewood and to honor local pio-
neers. Summer was a slow time in 
Englewood and a festival like this 
would also bring many people into 
town to help local merchants. Jo, 
and over 40 others serving on vari-
ous committees, planned for the first 
Pioneer Days Celebration to last 
three days, starting on August 17 
(the date that the first lot was platted 
in Englewood in 1896).

One of the most important ground 
rules during this first Pioneer Day 
Celebration, was that all males in 
town had to wear a specific type of 
derby on their head, and females had 
to adorn themselves with prescribed 
headpieces. Violators would be taken 

to a make-shift jail by either a beauti-
ful young female deputy, or a bearded 
male deputy, and pay 50 cents to be 
released.

A “Pioneer Day Parade” started 
off the activities on Friday at 9:30am. 
Thirty eight local children bought out 
every roll of crepe paper from local 
merchants, and decorated their bikes 
to the hilt. Every type of wheeled ve-
hicle imaginable was included in the 
parade, including bicycles, tricycles, 
carts, floats, and even doll carriages. 
All children were presented a real 
silver dollar for riding in the parade. 
All boats participating in Saturday’s 
children’s sailing regatta were pulled 
on trailers in the parade. It started 
at what was then Don’s Bakery, and 
worked its way to Veteran’s Park on 
McCall Rd. Unfortunately a storm 
started just as the parade was un-
derway, and the crepe paper made a 
mess of the bikes and floats. The rain 
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of the 

participants, as they rode 
on with pride. Onlookers 
however, did watch the 
parade from the comfort 
of their cars.

Once the pa-
rade reached the 
park, Chamber of 
Commerce pres-
ident Robert H. 
Waddle gave 
a welcoming 
address to 
all those in 
attendance. 
A luncheon 
was held to 
honor 50 year pioneer resi-
dents of Englewood, and six visitors 
from Englewood, TN, who had won 
an essay contest that asked, “Why 
would you like to spend a week in 
Englewood Florida?” Each of these 
six winners won an all-expenses paid 
week-long trip to our town. After the luncheon, there was a 

water ski show at 2:30pm near the 
“Big Bridge,” which is now the Tom 
Adams Bridge on Beach Road. The 
rain amazingly stopped just in time 
for the 20 or so skiers to put on a great 
show for over 200 spectators. From 
5:30 to 7pm, a community-wide sea-
food dinner, that only cost one dollar, 
was held at the American Legion Hall. 
The final event on Friday was a jam-
packed street dance, in the parking lot 
of Ainger’s Market on McCall Road, 
currently the location of the Gulf 
Coast Hardware store.

Saturday featured a busy sched-
ule that kicked off with swimming 
races from Beryl Chadwick’s dock. 
The event featured 12 classes and 
included both children and adults. 
After the swimming races, the chil-
dren’s sailboat regatta was then held. 
Competitors had to not only sail 
their boats, but also rig up masts, in-
stall centerboards, and prepare their 
crafts for the races. The Englewood 
Lion’s Club later sponsored a spare 
rib barbecue dinner at 5:30pm at 
Calhoun Field. After dinner, Lion’s 

The 36-page program from the 1959 
Pioneers Days Celebration was 
filled with advertisements from local 
merchants.

First Pioneer Days Celebration  
Was A Huge Success

The first Pioneer Days street dance was held in the parking lot of L.A. Ainger’s store.
Continued on page 7
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941-474-9511

Tom, Leslie, Annette & David Dignam

Annette & Tom at Englewood Beach

In Honor of Laverne Annette Dignam (1942-2020)

A true Englewood “Pioneer”

Let’s talk about
sustainable income.

Est. 1890 

Moors & Cabot
Investments

Member FINRA, NYSE & SIPC

2960 S. McCall Rd. Ste 206

Kenneth Juall 
kjuall@moorscabot.com 

(941) 473-8561

• Mulch (Bag & Bulk) 
• Fill Dirt 
• Topsoil 
• River Rock 
• Imported Rocks 
• Shell 
• Sand (Paver & DOT) 
• Driveway Stones 

• Lava 
• Splash Block 
• Boulders 
• Stepping Stones 
• Slate & Flagstones
• Pavers 
• Granite 
• Figurines 
• Railroad Ties

South Gulf Cove/PC (o� Gasparilla Rd./771)  941-698-9769
www.murdockstonesetc.com • Toll Free: 1-866-670-6665

7621 SAWYER CIRCLE

Quality Products, Friendly 
People, Great Prices

Club members played baseball. The 
highlight of Saturday’s events had to be 
the “Shipwreck Dance” held at Wood’s 
Cocktail Lounge near the current 
Merchant’s Crossing complex. The mu-
sic was presented by The Lee County 
Playboys. No admission was charged, 
and prizes were given for the best cos-
tume showing how one would look if 
their ship was wrecked.

The final activity on Sunday was a 
huge regatta, which planners said  
included the biggest number of boats 
ever assembled on Lemon Bay. All 
participants decorated their crafts, and 
local merchants provided cash prizes 
ranging from $3 to $50 for the best dec-
orated boats. All kinds of craft showed 
up, including slave ships, pirate ships, 
canoes and even commercial boats.

After all was said and done, Jo 
Cortes, organizer of Pioneer Days, 
said that she was more than satisfied 
with success of the affair, and predict-
ed it would become an annual event. 
Little did she know that we would be 
celebrating Pioneer Days Celebration 
60 plus years later. Although some of 

the events, locations, and dates have 
changed from this first Pioneer Days 
Celebration, the friendly atmosphere 
found among all those present has nev-
er changed. Thank you Jo, for a great 
idea that really brings Englewood to-
gether!

I would like to credit the following 
sources for help in the writing of this 
article:

“Pioneer Days Open Today,” 
Saint Petersburg Times, August 17, 
1956

“Englewood Pioneer Days con-
tinue through this Sunday,” by Ben 
Marthaler, The Englewood Sun, 
(date unknown)

“A salute to Englewood’s pio-
neers,” by Diana D. Harris, The 
Englewood Sun Herald, August 20, 
1997

Continued from page 7
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By Ruth Matsinger Chapman 

The following article was published 
in the September 1992 issue of 

IMAGES Magazine. 

Jo Cortes was a leading 
personality in the early days of 
Englewood. She was a unique 
individual. Ruth Chapman shares 
some memories of her friendship 
with this true Englewood Pioneer. 

My first impression of Jo 
Cortes was a small, but dynamic 
person. She sparkled with 
animation, overflowed with 
enthusiasm and spoke with 
intelligence and wit. Her personal 
well-being seemed to be the 
last thing on her mind. She 
was constantly looking out for 
someone who needed help. Her 
ability as a journalist was always 
evident.  

Jo came to Englewood in 1954. 
She had worked for some time 
for the United States Office of 
Education in our nation’s capital. 
A change in her personal life 
created a need for a new challenge 
- so here she was in the tiny 
village of Englewood with a young 
daughter and son to provide for. 
That same year she became a 
reporter for the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune and the Punta Gorda 
Herald. A year later she helped 
establish the Englewood Herald, 
working both jobs and taking 
great interest in the history and 
development of her adopted 
hometown. I first met Jo in 1956. 
We both were rooting for our 
children at the baseball field. 
The teams played on a vacant 
lot north east of McCall Road, 
across a ditch (that is now Indiana 
Avenue about where Winn Dixie 
used to stand,) Between innings, 
Jo was lining up help for a project. 
She had researched the growth of 
Englewood, searching the archives 
in Manatee County Courthouse, 
and found recorded there the first 
signing of the Plat of Englewood, 
dated August 16, 1896. Her idea 
was to have a 60th birthday 
party for the town and honor the 
pioneer settlers of the area.  

Jo’s enthusiasm quickly 
caught the imagination of the 
townsfolk. My husband and I 
were new residents with four 
young children. We volunteered 
to handle a bicycle parade. 
Each youngster to enter would 
receive a shiny silver dollar, 
with a special prize for the 
best decorated bike or tricycle. 
Others volunteered ideas and 
manpower. The business people 
offered contribution of money, 
prizes and “specials” from their 
inventory. A street dance, boat 
parade, musicale, fish fry, ball 
games and many other events 
were planned. Jo’s research 
uncovered six other Englewood’s 
in the United States. Residents 
from these towns were invited 
to submit letters on “Why I 
would like to spend a week in 
Englewood.” Local motels offered 
free accommodations for the 
winning family.  

The name adopted for the 
celebration was Pioneer Days, 
with the featured event being a 
supper to honor Englewood’s 

pioneer families. 
This whole gala 
occasion was so 
successful, it has 
continued each 
year on Labor Day 
weekend, with 
new events added 
as imagination 
widened. Jo 
served as General 
Chairman for 
Pioneer Days for 
several years.  

There were 
some changes 
in ownership of 
the Englewood 
Herald and Jo 
struck out once 
more on her own. 
She started her 
own Englewood 
newspaper. 
Remembering 
that I could type, 
she asked me 

to learn how to 
operate her rented 

varitype machine. With the 
instruction book beside me, I 
typed the columns of news she 
had collected. My husband set 
the headliner for her and we 
became a team, publishing the 
“best fishwrapper in Englewood.” 
At times Jo and I would each 
cover events that were going on 
simultaneously.  

The paper was put together 
in the big, two-story, white 
columned house that originally 
belonged to a Coates and Clark 
executive. The large parlor was 
piled with newspapers, clippings, 
reams of paper for the varitype, 
a desk piled high with fillers and 
pictures, leaving just enough 
room to type. The headliner 
was on a sideboard. It all looked 
like utter confusion but Jo 
knew exactly where everything 
was. We always worked up to 
the last minute on a press day. 
Then Elmer would drive Jo and 
her neat pile of final layouts to 
Palmetto where the copies were 
reproduced by photo offset. 

That picturesque house is 
gone. The Englewood Bank 
occupies the property now. Jo’s 
paper was popular, but there 
wasn’t enough advertising in the 
little town for two local papers. 
She finally gave up and went to 
work then at the Englewood Post 
Office.  

Jo was still active in town. 
She was Chairman of the yearly 
Pioneer Days celebration. She 
spoke at various meetings on 
early Englewood and it’s pioneers, 
never needing notes and able 
to parry any questions on the 
subject. She was constantly 
spearheading some movement to 
better the community or help an 
individual. During the bitter days 
in Poland, Jo personally gathered 
box after box of donated clothing 
and shipped them to those who 
needed them through relatives 
she had there. 

Jo had two books published, 
one “The History of Englewood” 
is about the pioneer families, and 
one, “It Happened in Englewood” 
is a compilation of her columns 
from the Sarasota Herald.  

To be Jo’s friend was not easy. 
She constantly involved her 
friends in whatever new problem 
she was arbitrating. You could 
not be neutral, and if you chose 
a side, either for or against her, 
she pushed you to speak out. 
Be heard. Don’t sit back and 
complain. Do something. Through 
her efforts in this fashion she 
brought about the demise of the 
Port Authority Bill that would 
have established a dictatorship 
in the area. She and Leah Lasbury 
started the Women Taxpayers 
League, a loose organization 
that met only when there was an 
important issue at hand. Then 
look out. They came out in united 
force.  

My memories of Jo Cortes are 
filled with humor, pathos, prickly 
issues and real compassion. I 
miss her, friend, counselor and 
compatriot. 

Jo Cortes and Floyd Potter living it up at  
the Lasbury home on Southwind Drive. 

Memories of Josephine CortesMemories of Josephine Cortes
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Serving the Englewood Area since 1962

Preventative Maintenance Contracts

474-3455
FREE ESTIMATES

MERRILL’S Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc.MERRILL’S Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc.MERRILL’S Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc.

Installation & Service Specialists, All Brands

State License #RA 0015647

Take Out, Delivery 
& Dine-In Seating Available

475-6666475-6666
4212 N. Access Rd., Englewood

BEST  WINGS  IN  ENGLEWOOD
Wings &

Broaster® Chicken

WING KINGWING KING
CHICKEN CHICKEN SAFARISAFARI

Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8pm, Sunday 2pm - 8pm
See Our  Website!  www.wingkingenglewood.com

READERS’
CHOICE

Voted 
Best 

Wings!

        Flavors of Wings2727

I T ’ S  C R Y S T A L  C L E A R

Showroom: 
2840 Avenue of The Americas
Englewood, FL  34224

 

Contact Us for Free Estimate
Licensed + Insured    

Locally Owned + Operated Since 1985

 

www.LemonBayGlass.com

941-475-1281
 
(phone)

800-642-4318
 
(toll free)

Your Clear Choice for:
 

� Hurricane Insulated Impact 
windows and doors

� Custom mirrors, cabinet glass
 and table tops

� Frameless heavy glass shower 
enclosures

� Commercial storefronts 

Improve property values  
 and increase energy savings 
 with quality products and  
 craftsmanship at  
 competitive prices.

Early Englewood settler, J.D. Anderson stands in front of his boys Stuart, 
Charlie, Phillip and Clyde on their 100 acre family farm east of 

Manasota Beach Road and SR 776 in the early 1900’s.

Stuart Anderson formed the Lemon Bay Fisheries in the 1920’s. After 
operating from a couple of locations the fishery finally ended up 

at the end of Wentworth Street as seen in this 1940’s photo. 
Lemon Bay Fisheries operated until the late 1960’s.

The J.D. Anderson Family
Has Proudly Served The
Englewood Community

Since The 1880’s.

Carolyn L. Pope and Son, Brian E. Pope, 
Are Proud To Continue 

Their Family Legacy Through

941-475-6766
www.popeinsurance.com

BUSINESS  •  HOME  •  AUTO
MEDICARE  •  HEALTH  •  DENTAL  •  LIFE
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The following are excerpts of an interview of L.A. Ainger by Bud Mizell in 1992.

An Interview with 
L.A. Ainger

“Was Ainger Creek named after your dad?”
Yes, he homesteaded on Ainger. Back then 

you called a creek by who lived on it. He lived 
on it so it’s called Ainger. Gottfried settled on 
Gottfried Creek.

“Tell me a little bit about growing up and 
education.” 

There was a one-room schoolhouse. There 
was one room and one teacher. In those days a 
student with high school education could get a 
job teaching school.

“The old building, how far did you have to 
walk from home to get to it?”

It was about a mile and a half or two miles. 
A lot of those days I walked 5 miles or maybe 6 
or 8 miles to get to school for the simple reason, 
there were no fence laws in Florida. Cattle ran 
free and the turpentine still worked on a lot of 
mules and they’d turn them loose and they’d 
run free. Well, you know, I was scared of cattle, 
being six years old. I was scared of them big 
ole’ bellowin’ bulls and those mules that would 
come down the road four abreast. You better 
give them plenty of room. I’d walk a million 
miles around a bunch of cows and those mules. 
I went to that school for the first three years.

“Is it anywhere near where 776 is now?”
It’s pretty much the same roadway. The 

school was this side of where Tiffany Square 
is now. Vineland ran past where the Tringali 
Center is now and came back this way to Ainger 
Creek.

 “Did they move that school or did it burn 

down?”
All of the 

early buildings 
built were built 
out of pine 
and they all 
had cypress 
shingles. Well, the 
cattlemen ruled 
the roost as far 
as land was going 
and they wanted 
pasture land. 
There was no 
fence law. If you 
didn’t want the 
cattle getting in 
your garden, then 
you built a fence 
to keep them out. 
That’s the way it was. The cattlemen burnt 
the landscape every year in the winter when 
everything was dry. They just set fire and they 
didn’t care where it went. If you didn’t want 
your house burnt down it was up to you to keep 
it out. Our house caught fire three or four times. 
It wasn’t unusual. You didn’t take a garden hose. 
You just got up there with a bucket. Our house 
caught fire one time and it took six rows of 
roofing. We thought the whole house was going 
to burn down.

“Did you have a volunteer fire department?”
No.

“You looked after your own problems?”
Where we were, there were a lot of men 

working in 
the woods, 
checking trees 
for turpentine 
stills they had 
put the cup on. 
Then when the 
cup filled up, they 
came by their 
wagons with the 
barrels on them 
and emptied 
them. If they saw 
smoke up around 
somebody’s 
house, they 
would all come 
in and help out. 

Everybody helped everybody. We never had a 
lock on our house. You didn’t lock anything up. 
If a neighbor needed to borrow something, he 
would, and then replace it later. That’s the way 
it was.

“Where did you complete your education?”
I never did complete it. I’m still working on 

it. We moved to Englewood and my father built 
a house. The location is where the True Value 
Hardware Store is now. (Gulf Coast Hardware 
now) The house was where the parking lot is 
now. After a year or so, father who had been 
in the mercantile business before, decided to 
open a store in the house. It was a pretty big 
house and in one room downstairs he opened 
a little store. Then he built onto the side of the 
house. It was a small store- 14’x 28’. That’s what 
I inherited. My father was getting pretty old 
when we moved there. I was ten years old at 
the time so that carried him right up to 76 years 
old. He was hard of hearing. He had malaria 
that affected his hearing. He had good eyesight, 
though. He read the Tampa Morning Tribune 
cover to cover when he could get it. You didn’t 
get it every day like you do now.

“Tell me about the Woodmere development.”
Woodmere was not just a sawmill. It 

was one of the biggest sawmills east of the 
Mississippi river at the time it was in full bloom. 
They had railroads all through the woods and 
were cutting timber from around Venice all the 
way over to Arcadia and Desoto County. They 
worked a lot of people. It was dandy.

The Manasota Lumber Company in 1919.

In the late 1910s turpentine trucks served stills in Vineland and Woodmeere. Continued on page 13
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“That brings up something you 
and I were talking about once before. 
Someone told me that all the oak 
trees that used to be here were cut 
down. I think that they were thinking 
of Woodmere as having been the 
place that took them down. But you 
don’t recall really seeing a lot of oak 
trees other than the ones we had at 
the beach or lost to the storm.”
Most of the oak trees I know of were 
on the Key. Very few.

“So people didn’t cut them down?”
No. Now, if you go over to 

Arcadia, you get a different type of 
oak. The type of oak we had here with 
the exception of a few (the nice big 
ones they call water oaks or big oaks) 
was called a scrub oak. The scrub oak 
wasn’t much of a tree.

“Getting back to Woodmere, they 
had a dance hall, didn’t they?”

Well, it was an opera house. 
Movie theaters weren’t very 
prominent. Now I’ve been exposed to 
this information, but I can’t recall all 
of it. They had some very prominent 
movie stars that broke champagne 
when they dedicated the building. 
I understand Mary Pickford and 
Douglas Fairbanks and those kind 
of people. Some of them had bought 
property here.

“This is right out north of 
Englewood where the dome  
is on 776?”

Yes. Right in that area. You see, 
Englewood was laid out for a college 
and a lot of things. Buchan’s airport 
all the way down to Gottfried Creek 
was all laid out to have quite a 
cultured future. The sawmill cut all 

the timber out and then the saw mill 
closed. The land boom busted and 
Sarasota decided that the Tamiami 
Trail, that came through Englewood, 
was a lot of unnecessary road repairs. 
So they cut off at South Venice and 
went to Myakka River. That left 
Englewood down here. The road was 
still there. It wasn’t Tamiami Trail or 
US 41 or State Road 25.

“A lot of people don’t know that 
776 was the Tamiami Trail.”

It definitely was. Well Englewood 
went back to a sleepy little fishing 
village. There was a lot of bartering 
done. The people were honest. I 
doubt if there were a half dozen 
houses that even had a lock on the 
door. I had several good business 
deals that were done on a handshake. 
Everyone was happy and satisfied.

I know all the stores ran charge 
accounts for fishermen. Not that they 
were able to. I know I wasn’t, but my 
suppliers gave me credit and I passed 
it on to the consumer. When a run 
of fish came in, the fishermen were 
happy. Now they might run down to 
Whiskey Corners and tip a few, but 
they would come in and pay their 
accounts first. They were so happy 
because they were able to pay it.

“Who were the big land owners at 
that time. Do you recall?”

Not really. Stanley Lampp was a 
big property owner. Leah Lasbury’s 
father. Mr. Bartlett. One of the 
greatest assets of Englewood at 
that time was the Chadwicks. Steve 
Chadwick married the Johnson’s 
only daughter. Owned a little piece 
of the Key that ran from just north of 
where the state park is now to point 

of beach - the pass. During those 
days, they built some property over 
there. The old Chadwick house and 
the Hermitage had been built years 
before, but there was no bridge over 
there. Mr. Chadwick decided to build 
that Key property, and he built a toll 
bridge. It was privately owned by 
Chadwick, and it went across Lemon 
Bay. They built a Casino over there 
where the Captain’s Club is now. It 
was a wooden building up on pilings.

“The bridge was where the Tom 
Adams Bridge is now?”

Yes. Of course, that should be 
called the Chadwick Bridge. Tom 
Adams never did anything for 
Englewood. He used to come down 
here and have a good time. Anyway, 
Chadwick built the bridge. He built 
several cottages over there on the 
beach and this nice big casino. It was 
a beauty. It had a big porch. They 
used to have dances there. It was 
quite a going place.

One thing that sticks in my mind 
is a wooden building he built that was 
stuccoed. You know how they used 
to build the framework and put up 
the chicken wire? They went a step 
further, After they put the stucco on 
the outside they showered it with 
coquina shells. It was the prettiest 
thing and those coquina shells would 
just shine in the sun. I don’t know how 
they put them on there. It was down 
near the Captain’s Club at that time.

Well, things rocked along. At the 
corner of Perry and Old Englewood 
Road, we had our first Englewood 
Bank. The building is still there today. 
It’s a home now. We got a bank and 
a Chamber of Commerce and we 
had a city. A mayor. The Chamber of 

Commerce was chartered. The bank 
was chartered, a state bank. Things 
were looking pretty good. They had 
built a casino down from Buchan’s 
Landing where they used to have 
some prominent bands that played 
there for dances and things.

“Was that out over the water?”
That was all on the water. It 

was real nice. They had the kitchen 
downstairs and the lazy suzy 
that brought the food up. Good 
name bands. All lit up. Electricity, 
telephones, we were on the way up. 
We had some pretty good land sales. 
The prices of course sky rocketing. 
We thought they were high. Now 
we’ve seen some recent property 
prices.

“Tell me about Mr. Buchan, the 
Vanderbilts, the Jergens.”

Andrew Jergens owned a place 
here and his sister did too. They were 
here to enjoy the climate and fishing. 

Mr. Buchan was very prominent 
in the growth of Englewood. He lived 
in Englewood until his daughter was 
in high school and then he moved 
to Tampa. Now I don’t know what 
the reason was. He leased the store 
to Tate and several people ran the 
store and the post office was there 
and living quarters up there. That’s 
all Buchan’s Landing where it is 
now. In the ’21 hurricane they were 
living there. They had to leave by 
crawling down on bedsheets into a 
boat because the water was in the 
bottom story. A lot of food goods 
were washed out of the store and all 
up and down the beaches. That was 
one of the bad hurricanes that came 
through this area.

The Royal Casino was on Lemon Bay off from Buchan’s Landing.The Chadwick Bridge across Lemon Bay.

Continued on page 16

Continued from page 11
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2780 Worth Avenue, Englewood

premiertees@gmail.com • 941-681-2688premiertees@gmail.com • 941-681-2688premiertees@gmail.com • 941-681-2688

SUPPORTING PIONEER DAYS FOR 32 YEARS
Lance and Rachel Holden

• CUSTOM 
SCREEN PRINTING

• EMROIDERY
• TEE SHIRTS
• HATS
• KOOZIES

DISCOUNT 

LIQUORS
1600 S. McCall Road

Family Owned And 
Operated Since 1979

“Had he done any land developing 
at that time?”

He wasn’t a developer. He 
owned land and sold it. He was a 
businessman. He was on the Sarasota 
County Commission. Buchan’s 
Airport is named after him. There are 
several parcels of land he owned. I’m 
not sure if he owned the land where 
Buchan’s Airport is or not. If he 
did, he sold it to the county. He was 
instrumental in naming it and keeping 
it as county property.

“When did the Vanderbilts come 
into the picture?”

Much later on. Let’s go back 
to the land boom, when the boom 
busted in the late 20’s or 30’s. Well, 
it started just before Roosevelt was 
elected. You won’t remember this.

“I read about it.”
I remember it from my dad’s 

experience with it. Roosevelt was 
elected for president, and one of the 
first things he did was declare a bank 
holiday. You’ve heard of that?

“Oh Yes.”
That was supposed to be a three-

day bank holiday where every bank in 

the nation was closed, and they were 
supposed to be examined, and only if 
they were on solid footing could they 
reopen for business. That’s where my 
father and a lot of people went broke. 
Well, our banker, Mr. Silkey, skipped 
town one night with everything that 
was in the safe.

“You’d say Mr. Silkey was slick?”
Well, I don’t know how slick he 

was. He got as far as Atlanta where he 
spent several years.

“They took him there?”
Yes, he was a guest of the 

government for a number of years. 
That was the end of our first 
Englewood Bank.

The Stump Pass was open at that 
time. Wide open. It was also open 
just north of Middle Beach. Is that 
so?”

There was an opening. Now a lot 
of that land was pumped up when 
they cut the inlet waters. There’s been 
many times that the water ran through 
there. I don’t know if it’s been open 
for any length of time. I think it could 
have been. I think Lemon Bay would 
be better off. A lot of property owners 

Continued from page 13
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941-999-4018
2828 S McCall Rd. #218 • Englewood Monday - Saturday 9am-5pm

 After 5 by appointment only

Retail Merchandise
Color WOW • Maria Nila

Moroccan Oil • Rusk • Wella

Hair Cuts
includes shampoo 

& conditioner
Women - $19

Men - $17
Child - $12

Blow Dry/Style* 
$18

*Prices start at

Color* 
starts at $50 

& includes blow dry style

Partial Foils* 
starts at $29

Perms*
starts at $50

Keratin Treatments*  
starts at $175

Facial Wax 
$10 per area

Walk-Ins Welcome
in Tiffany Square

Young’sYoung’sJewelryJewelry

ENGLEWOOD • 475-0507 • 2828 S. McCall Rd. • Ti�any Square

Watch
Batteries

Family Owned for 36 Years

HUGE INVENTORY
CASH FOR GOLDCASH FOR GOLD

Diamonds • Rolex • Coins

REPAIRSREPAIRS
Where Quality and Customer Service Come First!

OPEN FOR
TAKE OUT & INSIDE DINING

Placida PEARL
SUSHiBAR

941–474–8730
2643 Placida Rd, Englewood

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY  2-10 PM   Englewoodsushi.com

READERS’
CHOICE

Voted Best Sushi in Englewood

CONTRACTING, INC.
LIC. 1257064

Model Center: 941-473-0500
Main Office: 941-445-8595
3579 S. Access Rd, Suite G
Englewood, FL  34224

Check out our new website: 
www.portergc.com

and visit our 
Facebook page!

wouldn’t agree to that. I don’t know 
why you couldn’t have a pass and a 
bridge like they do on the east coast. 
(But if you had a good stream of water 
coming in there and down at Stump 
Pass.) Stump Pass originally was just 
below the Sea Star. It’s got moved 
south. It swallowed up Boat Seller 
Pass and Gasparilla Pass. All the little 
passes have closed up. That’s another 
story - the development of the key.

“Did you have a winter season of 
visitors back then?”

Yes. The tin can car toursist came 
to Florida to begin with. They came 
down in homemade trailers. Some 
converted trucks into motor homes. 
They weren’t manufactured like that. 
They were all over the coast. There 
was a big one in Arcadia.

“Were there some small hotels 
along here, like mom and pop 
hotels, like large homes that would 
accommodate these people?”

There were several that took in a 
few or had some special friends that 
came down and stayed with them. 
Stanley Lampp owned one, I don’t 
know who ran it. There was a hotel in 
Englewood that burned down just like 
the one in Grove City. There were a few 
homes. People started coming in, and 
you could put up a real inexpensive 
house or live in trailers.

Then there was the beach. I need 
to talk about the beach being sold. 
After the boom busted and Chadwick 
could no longer afford to maintain that 
bridge and the property was no longer 
selling there, there was a time, if you 
were a good friend of the Chadwicks, 

they’d give you a lot if you’d build 
a house. They wouldn’t give you 
waterfront, but they were trying to get 
activity on the beach.

There was a man that used to 
come down here called Lou Woods. 
He was with the Royal Americans. 
When he came to Englewood, they 
winter quartered in Tampa. Lou said, 
“I’m going further south. I’m going 
to Naples. It’s a coming place.” They 
asked, “How do you get to Naples?”

He said, “ You take 41 and you 
drive south and take every road that 
turns right on the right hand side, the 
Gulf of Mexico is there. Eventually 
you’ll get to Naples.” Well, he came 
down through Venice and got to what 
is 776 now and took a right and came 
through Englewood. He got to McCall 
Road and took a right and when he 
got to the beach, he took a right like 
they told him to. Then he ran into a 
toll bridge and he paid his 50 cents 
and drove on over to the beach. It was 
late in the evening. He told Anna, his 
wife, that they would spend the night. 
They had their camping gear so he 
pitched a camp and they fixed supper. 
Lou told me personally that he didn’t 
get a wink of sleep all night. “There 
was something out there. I thought it 
was a bunch of pigs or cattle out there 
in the water. And you know what it 
was? It was a Snook striking at shrimp. 
He kept me awake all night long,” he 
told me. They got up the next day and 
continued their trip to Naples. They 
got to Punta Gorda and were halfway 
to Fort Myers when he looked over at 
Anna and said, “What are we doing?” 
She said, “I don’t know. It was such a 

A group of businessmen at the Englewood State Bank. Abner Silkey 
is on the porch and Stanley Lampp is 3rd from the right.

Continued on page 18
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Full Service Auto Repair
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Emergency
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pretty place.” So they turned around 
and drove back. They stopped at the 
bridge and asked about going over 
there and camping, which he did. In a 
few years he bought the beach.

My recollection of one of the first 
very important things was the bridge 
across to the beach. Chadwick built 
that. They gave 4 lots as a park and 
built the bridge. They had a fish house 
about where Weston’s is now. They 
wanted to get there to fish. After the 
boom busted, they couldn’t maintain 
the bridge any longer and sold their 
fish business. But they were broke so 
they decided to get back into business. 
Instead of going to Punta Gorda, they 
went to Sarasota and opened a fish 
business there. It was going along 
fine. They take real good care of their 
fishermen, you know. They’d furnish 
the nets and boats and everything else 
until you caught fish and then you’d 
pay them off.

When they couldn’t maintain the 
cost of the bridge, they struck a deal 
with Charlotte County. So Charlotte 
County took over the bridge. But the 
bridge was getting into repairs and 
Charlotte County took care the best 
they could. After a number of years 

it became a financial burden, so they 
convinced the state to help take it 
over, with some political help. That’s 
why the state road goes to our beach. 
Some of our politicians pointed out to 
the cabinet in Tallahassee there was 
no record of any state-owned public 
beach that didn’t have a state road 
going to it. That’s when they built Tom 
Adams Bridge and put in the state 
road to the beach. But before, when 
the county owned the bridge, Lou 
Woods, and some of his associates, 
bought quite a bit of property from 
Mr. Chadwick. Not all the way to the 
pass but quite a bit of the southern 
part there with the little bridge. He 
advertised the beach considerably 
on his tours. The Royal Americans 
covered all the United States and part 
of Canada.

“What are some of your early 
recollections of Englewood when  
it was taking shape?”

I spent a lot of time on the water 
- on Lemon Bay, a beautiful body of 
water. It always has been. After the 
bridge went across, the one that 
Chadwick built, I spent a lot of hours 
on Lemon Bay. The thing I remember 
is the long green ribbons of grass that 

Continued from page 17
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Metal Detectors • Above Ground Pools

Thanks Englewood
#1 CAR WASH

On-site Detailing While You Wait
Serving Englewood since 1988 • bluedolphincarwash.com

Free Re-Wash Within 48 Hours

2625 S. McCall Rd. Englewood
(941) 475-WASH

Monday - Saturday. 8am-4:30pm 

BLUE DOLPHIN CAR WASH

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL

DETAILINGDETAILING
PROFESSIONAL

DETAILING

$2 OFF
ANY WASH PACKAGE

Must present ad. $1 & up charge for oversized vehicles.

941-697-2175
8501 Placida Rd. #A3

Placida, FL 33946
www.placeinthesun.com

• Vacation Rentals
• Home Management
    • Real Estate

Real Estate services provided by Place In The Sun Real Estate, LLC.

used to flow with the tides and the 
fish that you could see in that grass. 
Trout and redfish on the bottom, you’d 
see the stone crabs and blue crabs 
and horseshoe crabs. It was just alive 
with life. A couple of times a year we 
would have a run of scallops. You 
think of scallops as shellfish you grow 
somewhere and it stays there. When I 
was growing up, scallops would travel 
in schools. There would be schools of 
scallops; they’d come in the bay and go 
out on the flats, and they would cover 
the whole place. Soon word got around 
there were scallops in the bay, and 
everyone would go pick up scallops. 
These little dickens would pinch you if 
they could. But it would take no time to 
get all the scallops you would want.

“You could see because the water 
was so clear?”

You could see them, and you had 
to run them down sometimes because 
of their snapping action. They could 
get away from you pretty good. They 
could pinch you too.

“Could you see the snook around the 
bridge?”

Well, around the bridge in the 
shadows they’d be stacked at certain 
times of the year. A lot of people from 
Arcadia would come here to fish and 
to get clams and oysters and scallops. 
They would get all they could use. 
There was an orphanage in Arcadia, 
and they kept them in seafood.

“Did you have many commercial 
boats coming in?”

Not in my lifetime. As soon as they 
got the bridge and the roads. That was 
one of the greatest things.

“So they really weren’t bringing 
anything into Buchan’s Landing?”

No, that was before my time. 
Before the bridges were built, Mr. 
Buchan got supplies out of Tampa by 
boat. The bay had been deeper than it 
is now, so the boats could get in all the 
way up to Buchan’s Landing. That’s 
the way I remember early Lemon Bay 
and the people that lived on it.

“L.A., there’s one school you 
haven’t mentioned. It has a familiar 
ring to the name. I saw it being built 
when I came here. And I remember 
the man that turned the first spade. 
What a nice compliment to someone 
who really deserved it. Someone 
who spent so much time and gave so 
much time to the school board. They 
usually name those after people 
after they’re gone. They seldom 
name after people who are still 
alive and kicking. What a tribute.”

I have several pet things as far 
as education. I don’t have enough 
of it myself, but I want everyone to 
have all the opportunities they can. 
It was very dear to me - the vocation 
school. I want every child to be real 
proud of themselves and to work to 
their full potential. This is important. 
We had a junior and senior high. 
What happens when you have any 
kind of outing or you invite the public 
and the parents in a junior/senior 
high school? The seniors get all the 
notoriety. It makes the junior feel like 
a second class citizen so we wanted a 
junior high school, and that’s the one 
that’s named after me. It’s a beautiful 
school. I think it’s the prettiest junior 
high school ever built in the state of 
Florida.

L.A. Ainger, 3rd from left, at the ground breaking for the
L.A. Ainger Middle School in Rotonda West.
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It’s fair to say that if you’ve lived 
in Englewood long enough, you knew 
or at least met Annette Dignam. She 
may have chaired a fundraiser, or 
attended your fundraiser, taught you 
or your kids in school, had lunch 
with you at the Elks or chatted with 
you at one of her grandchildren’s 
graduations, games and school plays.

It’s also fair to say that the 
Dignams are not only Englewood 
pioneers, but Englewood “royalty” 
and nobody represented Englewood 
with more grace and class than 
Annette, who passed away after a 
long illness on June 13 at 78.

“Laverne” Annette was born in 
Huntsville, Alabama and met Tom 
Dignam at Auburn University. They 
graduated in 1966 and moved to 
Englewood so Tom could work at 
his dad, George’s, business, Key 
Agency. David Dignam recalled how 
his mother taught second and third 

grade in one room at the old Lemon 
Bay School, and how for a time, she 
was his teacher. 

When Annette and a few other 
women realized that some children 
did not have the skills needed to 
succeed at school, they formed the 
Youth Enrichment Society and in 
the early 1970s, started a preschool 
at the old Englewood Methodist 
Church. 

Annette stopped teaching full-
time when her daughter Leslie was 
born, but continued to substitute 
and volunteered as Leslie’s Girl Scout 
leader. Leslie Edwards recalled her 
mom using very creative methods 
to help her earn her badges, tying 
boxes of cereal to trees for the 
“search for food” badge. 

When Tom Dignam established 
the Englewood Elks Lodge and 
became its first Exalted Ruler, 
Annette became active in the Does. 
When Tom became involved with the 
Hermitage Artist Retreat, Annette 
was by his side. 

Annette’s passion for education 
continued after she left teaching. 
She became involved in Manatee 
Community College, now State 
College of Florida, serving on the 
Committee for the school’s Evening 
Under the Stars fundraiser, and on 
the Education Foundation Board 
for more than 20 years. She and 
Tom funded scholarships, two 
classrooms, and other education 
initiatives. The faculty conference 
room is named for her and there 
is also an SCF writer’s residency in 
her name at the Hermitage. 

Community, as important as 
it was to Annette, came second to 
family. David recalls beach buggy 
trips to Stump Pass, bonfires 
and outdoor activities, adding, 
“She always made sure that we 
experienced things that she didn’t 
growing up; culture, music, and 
especially the library.” 

David and Leslie always lived 
close to their parents, and after 
college, their three came back to 
Englewood too. The only “bad” 
thing about growing up, Leslie said, 
was “I couldn’t do anything wrong. 
Everyone knew my parents.”

When their children had 
children, Annette was always 
there. When David’s wife, Laurie, 
started working as a nurse, Annette 
and Tom watched Brandon and 
Ashley. Leslie said, “They watched 
Taylor every day until she went 
to Kindergarten, and then they 
picked her up from school every 
single day after that. Taylor has 
never ridden the bus.” She said that 
Annette made sure Taylor did her 
homework. She put labels on items 
around the house to help her learn 
to read and taught her to swim.

“My favorite thing was going to 
the library when you could read to 
a dog, and Wednesday mornings 
at the library where we did 
crafts,” recalls Taylor Edwards, 23. 
“Anything I wanted, Grandma made 
it happen.”

David said that his mom was 
also known for her cars, the teal 
Barracuda with a stick shift that 
Tom taught her to drive on a then 
unpaved Beach Road, and a metallic 
“pea green” Cutlass. 

She loved clothes and was 
known for her style but was also a 
bargain shopper. Whether at a big-
ticket fundraiser or on the beach, 

Annette always looked elegant. “She 
was just so classy all the time,” 
recalled Leslie.

When Annette was diagnosed 
with Ataxia, a degenerative disease 
of the nervous system, she stayed 
active. She and Tom loved to travel, 
but as she became more reliant on 
a cane, then wheelchair, they opted 
for RV trips and cruising. 

“The last few years were rough” 
said Leslie, who with Laurie Dignam 
and home health workers, helped 
care for her mom. “She was in 
good spirits until the last couple 
of months.” She also insisted on 
maintaining her signature red hair 
color. “Even though she was ill, she 
would say, ‘I think we should color 
my hair.’” 

David and Leslie said it’s 
been rough for their dad. Their 
parents were married for 57 years 
and Tom is recovering from a hip 
replacement and spine surgery. 
But just like he and Annette were 
always there for their kids, Tom’s 
children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, are there for Tom. 

“She taught me that family 
comes first, and family is 
everything,” said Taylor. “She was 
one of the most beautiful people 
you could have ever met.”

Meanwhile, David and Leslie 
continue their mom’s legacy with 
their own decades of community 
service. “She was a very caring 
person with a passion for people,” 
said David. “I think the community’s 
a little better for all the things she 
did.”

The Passing of A Pioneer

By Sharyn Lonsdale

Call for a 
Quote today!

Larry Comer
941-350-7665

Jacob Comer
941-662-7288

3579 S. Access Rd., Ste. D, Englewood
941-681-2820

www.gocoastalpools.com

Annette Dignam ... One Classy Lady
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Englewood lost a champion 
and pioneer when Elsie Anderson 
Czerwinski passed away at 94 on 
June 3, 2020. Elsie was the daughter 
of Stuart and Starr Anderson, 
owners of the Lemon Bay Fisheries 
and Seafood Market, and fourth-
generation Englewoodian. 

The Andersons owned property 
from Yale Street to Wentworth Street 
and a cabin in Colorado where they 
spent many summers. Elsie grew 
up on Lemon Bay. She and her late 
husband Joe were married in the 
Historic Green Street Church, raised 
their children Michael and Nancy on 
Wentworth, next door to her sister 
Evelyn Anderson Desmarais and her 
family. Evelyn’s daughter Carolyn 
Pope said that when her mother 
died, “Aunt Elsie” took on the role of 
mom. “She was the matriarch of our 
family and she loved everyone.”

“Uncles, aunts, both sets of 

grandparents, we all lived close 
together,” said Mike Czerwinski 
from Colorado, about 200 miles from 
that old log cabin, where he’s lived 
since 2003. He remembers fishing 
with his family and throwing mullet 
nets while his mom “supervised.” 
Mike said that church and Sunday 
school were important to Elsie, 
but so were birthdays, where there 
would be three-decker cakes and 
occasionally, fireworks. 

“She was well respected and 
always pitched in and helped,” said 
Mike. When Englewood needed 
a teacher, Elsie stepped up and 
when nobody volunteered to lead 
Mike’s Cub Scout Troop, Elsie took 
that on as well. Because she was 
such an experienced cook, she and 
Joe would volunteer at the food 
booth at festivals at Englewood 
Elementary School. 

Mike and Carolyn both said that 
Elsie had an extraordinary memory 
and could tell stories about almost 
everyone she met and everything 
she did in Englewood, from the 
time she was a child. “She loved 
the beauty of the town and the 
community,” said Carolyn, who 
regrets that her aunt never wrote 
down or recorded her stories. 

Her son-in-law Michael Looney, 
who was married to Nancy 
Czerwinski Looney from 1983 to 
her death in 2012, agreed, “She 
remembered everything. She knew 
the town and she loved it.” He said 
that Elsie told him about the days 
when she rode a horse to the beach 

with a pair of old binoculars to look 
for enemy submarines during World 
War II. “She made the best Key Lime 
Pie I’ve ever had and of course 
she knew how to cook seafood,” 
recalled Looney, who remained 
close to Elsie until her death. 

But even though she “knew 
everything about everyone,” 
Carolyn said, “I never once heard 
her say one bad word about one 
soul on this good earth, ever.” Mike 
Czerwinski  
said that went both ways. “I don’t 
know of anyone who ever said a bad 
word about mom.”

“She set the example for all of us 
on how to live,” said Carolyn. “She 
never forgot a birthday or holiday. 
We always received something from 
Aunt Elsie.” 

Michael Looney said that his 
mother-in-law instantly made him 
feel like a member of the family. 
“She was like a mom to me. My mom 
and her became friends. She had the 

biggest heart in the world.” 

Mike Czerwinski, now 70, said it 
was his mother’s heart and her faith 
that got her through the tragedy in 
her life, especially the death of her 
daughter. “She believed in God. She 
was singing psalms and reading the 
Bible the day before she passed.”

However, it might be this 
memory from Michael Looney that 
best describes the spirit of Elsie 
Czerwinski. “When we were in 
Colorado in 1991, she had a major 
heart attack”, he said. “The next 
morning she’s laying in the hospital 
in intensive care on a ventilator and 
she’s trying to talk and I’m finally 
able to make out what she’s saying 
… ‘There’s lasagna in the freezer 
and clean towels in the cupboard.’ 
What does that say about her? I will 
never forget that.” 

• Lumber & Building Materials • Pilings • Propane Exchange
• Roof & Floor Trusses • Interior & Exterior Doors

• Windows & Sliding Glass Doors • Green Building Materials

Serving the Englewood Community for over 30 years!

WE
DELIVER

OPEN 
TO THE 

PUBLIC

Nokomis
400 Riverview Dr.

941-484-9721

Sarasota
7010 Fruitville Rd.

941-953-1076

Englewood
6520 Industrial Ln.

o� San Casa
941-474-7793

www.kimallumber.com

All Insurance 
Welcome
Free Estimates

4990 Placida Road • Englewood, Florida 34224

ce 

s

697-7071697-7071697-7071697-7071

The Passing of A Pioneer
Elsie Czerwinski ... Fourth Generation Englewoodian

Elsie Czerwinski discusses Englewood History at Englewood Elementary.
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Kenneth W. Lounders DMD

120 N. Indiana Ave • Englewood • 941.475.1185

FAMILY • COSMETIC • IMPLANTFAMILY • COSMETIC • IMPLANT
DENTISTRYDENTISTRY

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTEDMOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

— Flexible Financing Available/Care Credit —— Flexible Financing Available/Care Credit —
www.lounders.dentistwww.lounders.dentist

Proud Veteran Caring for the Community since 1992

Proudly Serving You Since 1997

★ Everything You Need For Your Pool 
★ Free Water Testing ★

CHEMICALS • FILTERS • PUMPS 
• AUTOMATIC POOL CLEANERS

2655 S. McCall Rd., Englewood 474-7770

Pool Too 
Hot?

Cool your Pool 
with a new 
pump from

Gulfstream®

0

Gulfstream

1261 Beach Road
(Former Surfside Salon location)

Alicia, Jess, Mara, Debbie and Wendy

brought to you by 

Beauty On The Beach

941. 217. 2779

By Sharyn Lonsdale

Geraldine Scott has been 
collecting postcards of her 
adopted home of Englewood for 
the past 20 years. Scott moved 
to Englewood from New York in 
1984. She met her husband Bob 
at Saint Raphael’s Church. Bob, a 
charter member of the Englewood 
Moose Club, is a bit of a pioneer 
himself, calling this town home 
for more than 50 years. Geraldine 
and Bob got married 30 years ago 
and raised a blended family of 
five children, all who graduated 
from Lemon Bay High School. 

Scott started her quest for 
cards by scouring antique stores 
from Dearborn Street to Punta 
Gorda and Sarasota. Her friend 
Les Apathy helped her along by 
giving her postcards from the Sea 
Star Motel that his parents owned 
at one time, and Bart Tracy and 
others have given her more 
current cards. But Scott, 76, had 
better luck finding the vintage 
cards on eBay, where she’s picked 
up about 200 cards from $1 to as 
much as $20. Several declare the 
scenic wonders of “Punta Gorda 
Beach on Englewood Beach.” 

 “I especially like cards with 
words on them, messages,” 

said Scott. Her cards and books 
have been on display at Elsie 
Quirk Public Library and at the 
Englewood Museum and said 
“when Betty Nugent went through 
them, she knew some of the 
people’s names.” One postcard 
featured the Dignam family, 
another Realtor Jack Stanford. 
When Scott started sharing the 
images on the “Remember in 
Englewood, When? Facebook 
page, other members helped her 
identify people on the postcards.

A self-proclaimed “collector,” 
Scott is always on the lookout 
for Occupied Japan miniatures, 
dollhouse furniture and 
dollhouses (she has 58) as well 
as vintage swizzle sticks. When 
asked if he collects anything, Bob 
replies, “dust.” 

When she’s not collecting, 
Scott says she and Bob are 
looking forward to being able to 
go back to the drum circle, Moose 
and Elks. Meanwhile, if you have 
Englewood postcards or swizzle 
sticks, you can reach Scott at 
geraldine@collector.org.

Geraldine Scott Geraldine Scott 
Collects Post CardsCollects Post Cards

“1. Captain’s Club Restaurant, 2. White Elephant Marina, 3. Charter Boats, 
AdaMarie, 4. Englewood Beach Lounge, 5. Englewood Beach Condominium 

Villas, 6. Gulf of Mexico Beaches, 7. Lemon Bay”





3-6pm

Hours: 
Monday - Saturday 

11am - 9pm

Authentic Authentic 
Mexican FoodMexican Food

Tacos • Tamales • Quesadillas
Burritos & More

Catering For Special Events

2639 Placida Rd. Englewood 
941.460.8081

2640 S. McCall Rd. Englewood
706.218.2069 • 706.218.2153

Patio Dining Patio Dining 
Pet Friendly AreaPet Friendly Area

Reservations Reservations 
AcceptedAccepted

Patio Dining 
Pet Friendly Area

Reservations 
Accepted Check our live 

music schedule

AUTHORIZED TRANE DEALER

CONTACT@CSSAIRCONDITIONING.COM
WEB PAGE - CSSAIRCONDITIONINGFL.COM

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE ★ SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT ★  FREE ESTIMATES

CAC053809 EC13001668

844-506-7347 844-554-0383
& ELECTRICAL

HOME OF THE FREE SECOND OPINIONS!

Serving the Area Boaters since 2003
We’re ready — We’re willing — 

We’re Abel.

Abel’s Marine Sales & Service
7341 Sawyer Circle, Port Charlotte, FL 33981

941-698-4006
www.AbelsMarine.com

2009 - 2018
READERS’
CHOICE

• Factory Authorized • Factory Authorized 
• Certified • Trained• Certified • Trained

“The Bay Vista Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge. Salad Bar with Dinner.”
 Hinck Private Wealth Management is now in that location.

“Englewood Bank: Helpful  •  Friendly  •  Safe
Located between Englewood Bowl and Stefano’s Restaurant.”

First Federal Savings & Loan. Now the home of Michael Saunders Real Estate.
The electronic sign projected the next high and low tides and was very popular.

“Lock & Key Pub. Beer to take in or out • Sandwiches • Soft Drinks
“Your Home Away From Home””



RICHIE’S RICHIE’S AUTO BODYAUTO BODY
COLLISION SPECIALISTS • PAINTING • LIFETIME GUARANTEE • NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

2811 Ave. of the Americas • 941-473-9300
www.richiesautobodyandpainting.com 

We Accept 
ALL Insurances!

941-208-2855
3502 N. Access Rd.

941-208-2855

FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT
Curbside and Take-out also available Curbside and Take-out also available 

Mon. - Sat. 6:30am-7pm
Sun. 6:30am-1:30pm 
Zaratesfamilyrestaurant@gmail.com

SEPTIC CONTRACTOR

Englewood
      Environmental
Englewood
      Environmental
Englewood
      Environmental

• Septic Systems
    Installed & Repaired
• Aerobic Treatment Units
• Tanks Pumped

Lic. #SM0011387

24 Hour Emergency Service24 Hour Emergency Service
2901 Ave. of Americas
Englewood, FL 34224

www.EnglewoodEnvironmental.com

(941) 475-3011

“Approved by Federal Hi-way Guide. RINKARD’s GUEST HOME in Englewood, 
Fla., facing Lemon Bay. On Florida 775, 28 miles south of South Sarasota.”

“STUMP PASS: One of the most famous fishing spots in all of Florida where the 
waters of Lemon Bay join the Gulf of Mexico.”

“SEA STAR RESORT BEACH MOTEL: Directly on the Gulf of Mexico,  
30 miles south of Sarasota. 200 feet of private beach.”

“PLACIDA MARINA, INC.: Where Friends meet Friends and Strangers find a home 
where the Fishing is the Finest in Florida.”



262 S. Indiana Ave. •  Keith@rowleyins.com • www.rowleyins.com

941-475-7762

Taking Care of 
Pioneers &

 all Newcomers 
with Quality 

Service & 
Hometown 
Hospitality!

AUTO

HOME

BUSINESS

Serving All Families 
~

 Always Honoring Veterans

Privileged To Serve All Veteran And Non-Veteran 
Families With Personal And Professional Care.

Direct Cremations $750
693 Old Englewood Rd., Ste. B

Englewood, FL 34223

941-460-6324 www.allvetscremations.com
cathy@allvetscremations.com

ALL VETERANS ALL FAMILIES 
CREMATIONSALL VETERANS ALL FAMILIES 
CREMATIONS

Lemon Bay Elementary School, was built in 1962. 
It morphed into a middle school and then into a high school.

The Englewood Inn was built by the Nichols brothers and was 
at the end of Perry Street on Lemon Bay.

Artist’s rendering of Rotonda as it was originally sold, boasting of 7 golf courses, 
7 marinas and 32 miles of recreational waterways.
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EQUIPMENT down to earth.

BarrettsEquipment.com

Locally owned and operated.

941-460-9769
527 Paul Morris Drive, Englewood

Locally owned and operated, Barrett’s Equipment has been serving 
the construction industry and small farmer for 20 years, providing 
excellent service with competitive prices. We’re constantly updating 
our fleet, so give us a call today.

Track loaders
Wheel loaders
Backhoes
Trenches
Man Lifts
Scissor lifts
Fork lifts
Chippers
Tractors
Rollers
Excavators
Sod Cutters
Pumps
Compactors

TRACTORS

100% Customer Satisfaction 
For Over 11 Years!

No Job too Large or Small 

Our Service is Flawless!
• Pipe Lining
• Water Heaters
• All Aspects of Plumbing

• 24 HOUR 
 Professional Service

• Experienced & Reliable

941.475.7000941.475.7000941.475.7000
4069 S. Accesss Rd., Englewood  • GemStatewidePlumbing.com

Family Owned Operated
Since 2001

Rich • Bobbi • Ron • Jeremy

Voted
#1  

in 
Englewood

Pool Repairs
& 

Maintenance

941.475.1959941.475.1959
4245 S. ACCESS ROAD • ENGLEWOOD, FL4245 S. ACCESS ROAD • ENGLEWOOD, FL

941.475.1959
4245 S. ACCESS ROAD • ENGLEWOOD, FL



28	  ENGLEWOOD REVIEW  PIONEER DAYS  SPECIAL SECTION	 2020


	Blank Page

